
Merry Christmas!

In this issue, find out what our residents had to say about their living 
experience at U Residence & Ruemz. They celebrated the Festival of Lights 
and the Season of Giving, and also participated in a Night Fire Drill. 
CuppaTime introduced new useful tools, while a new team of residents 

joined the Student Resident Council.

Happy Reading!
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Residents ushered in the Festival of Lights on 6th November at U Lounge 
with bright colours, traditional Indian art and delicious food. Residents got 
to try their hand at creating ‘Kolam’, an Indian folk art that uses chalk and 
coloured rice to create beautiful designs on the ground.

They also got to experience authentic Indian vegetarian cuisine (eaten on an 
actual banana leaf!) and learned a few interesting facts about Diwali with a 
giant game of Snake & Ladders.

Diwali Celebration
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Residents were introduced to art’s healing powers to decrease stress and 
improve relaxation through abstract art painting and air-dry clay modelling 
in November and December. Short inspirational TED talks were also 
screened to provide residents with fresh perspectives to reignite motivation 
and inspire change. These activities are part of Cuppa Time, a monthly 
mental wellness session at U Lounge that offers private conversations, adult 
coloring, mindfulness exercises and Lego block building.
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Cuppa Time

Join the next Cuppa Time! Look for updates in these FB groups:
• Residents of U Residence

• Residents of Ruemz

Over 150 residents enjoyed a laid-back evening with a wide selection of 
board games, large group games, video games, snacks and a whole lot of 
laughter. Modern board games that promoted cooperation and strategic 
thinking like Catan, Carcassonne and Flash Point; and old favourites like 
Monopoly, Scrabble and Chess were a hit among residents.

The Student Resident Council also organised adrenaline-charged games 
that had residents huffing and puffing as they competed to win prizes.
It was a memorable evening with new friendships (and alliances) forged.

Game Night
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Join the next Game Night! Look for updates in these FB groups:
• Residents of U Residence

• Residents of Ruemz

Exam periods can be tough but with the right support and nutritious food, 
it gets easier. Hostel staff arranged for a month of weekly distribution of 
free fruits and healthy mixed nuts (with a hidden message!) to help 
residents feel supercharged and ready to face their exams. 

Exam Support
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In anticipation for the release of DC Comics movie ‘Joker’, the Student 
Resident Council organised a ‘DC Comics VS Marvel’ trivia night in 
October. Residents formed groups and competed against each other in a 
night that tested their pop culture knowledge and dexterity! The winning 
team won two tickets to catch ‘Joker’ at the cinema.

Trivia Night
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Join the next Trivia Night! Look for updates in these FB groups:
• Residents of U Residence

• Residents of Ruemz

Residents had the opportunity to unwind before the start of their final 
exams with a ‘Friday Fright Night’ organized by the Student Resident 
Council in conjunction with Halloween. They played a remake of the 
classic 1976 horror film ‘The Omen’ on the big screen in the U Lounge. 
Complimentary buttery popcorn was also served.

Join the next Movie Night! Look for updates in these FB groups:
• Residents of U Residence

• Residents of Ruemz

Movie Night
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Christmas jingled all the way to U Lounge on 12 December with a feast and 
a variety of fun Christmas games. In this season of giving, residents 
handmade 20 Christmas cards for children in a local shelter to accompany 
gifts donated by the public.

They also enjoyed various Christmas-themed party games and learned fun 
Christmas facts through a giant game of Snake and Ladders.

Christmas Celebration
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October 10th marks World Mental Health Day to help raise awareness on 
mental health issues. Taylor’s Hostel organised a two weeks-long awareness 
campaign, themed #ThreeTips, in our pursuit to end the stigma around 
mental health and introduce residents to various self-care techniques. 

The week started with art therapy sessions where residents got a chance to 
play with acrylic paint and express themselves freely. A free yoga class for 
beginners by certified trainer, Michelle, taught breathing and relaxation 
techniques that residents can try in the comfort of their own room. 
Residents collaboratively shared their #ThreeTips to mental wellness in an 
interactive suggestion board outside U Lounge which included ways to 
#1 Do relaxing activities, #2 Connect with others, and #3 Stay healthy.

Other activities included a game night to help residents connect with others, 
TED talk screenings on mental health, and a wellness walk at Taman Tugu, 
Kuala Lumpur.

World Mental Health Day
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As 2019 closes, Taylor’s Hostel said farewell to the outgoing Student 
Resident Council whose term of volunteer service had come to an end. 
They played an important role in uplifting the hostel community and 
bridging residents with the management by providing invaluable feedback 
and suggestions to improve the overall living experience at Taylor’s Hostel. 
A small farewell and appreciation party was held for the committee and 
each received a certificate of appreciation. Ishanta, Dimitri, Khadija, 
Malaika, Fuad, Seema, Maliha, Aoj, Sahil, Ma Jia Xin, Kamilia, Allissa and 
Zebun leave with our deep and heartfelt thanks and best wishes.
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Outgoing & Incoming
Student Resident Council

As the Student Resident Council’s visibility and reputation grows, so too has 
the interest in serving on the Council. We had a rich pool of talent to draw 
on with a total of 32 residents from U Residence and Ruemz applying to 
serve on the Council for the next term.

We are thrilled to announce the eight committee members of 
the Student Resident Council of 2020: 

President  Soo Qi Ming, Malaysia (Bachelor of Law)
Vice President Baduge Royen Nimesha Fernando, Sri Lanka (Bachelor of Education)
Secretary/Treasurer Allissa Noemi Soon, Malaysia (Cambridge A Levels)
Member  Basheer Ahmad Insan, India (Bachelor of Business)
Member  Kimanda Wong, Malaysia (Foundation in Arts)
Member  Mohammed Mahir Daiyan Rahman Tammam, Bangladesh (Intl. Business and Marketing)
Member  Adam Luqman bin Mohd Rafi, Malaysia (American Degree Transfer Program)
Member  Shereen Gulrukh, India (SACE International)

From L to R: Adam, Basheer, Mohammed Mahir, Baduge Royen, Kimanda, Allissa, Qi Ming
Absent: Shereen

We wish the new Student Resident Council all the best!

Residents’ feedback play an integral part in improving the living experience 
at Taylor’s Hostel. We are pleased to announce that the overall satisfaction 
for U Residence and Ruemz is 95% and 98% respectively, from a survey 
conducted with a total of 927 residents. However, there is still plenty of 
room for improvement, namely better lift services, improved common 
kitchen services, better Internet speed and access, and free water dispenser 
service. We acted upon these feedback immediately and the infographics 
below summarizes our action plan. We would like to thank residents once 
again for participating in the annual satisfaction survey. Your feedback is 
crucial to our constant efforts to improve!

We Hear You!
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A night fire drill co-organised with Syopz Mall was held on 20th November 
in accordance with the Occupational Safety and Health Act under the 
Malaysian law. Fire drills help prepare residents and staff to respond quickly, 
calmly and safely during emergencies. Emergencies can happen any time, 
hence it is important that residents are well-prepared for emergencies, even 
at night. With the help of resident Fire Marshals, all residents were quickly 
alerted and evacuated from the building using the staircase. 

Night Fire Drill
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10 Things to Do in 2020

Upcoming Events

CHILLOUT EVENINGS
Monthly

The Student Resident Council will be organ-
ising a host of hangout and chill events for 
residents every month. So come out of your 
rooms and meet your neighbours in a night 
of movies, games, karaoke and many more! 
Look out for announcements

Check FB group for announcements:
• Residents of U Residence
• Residents of Ruemz

CUPPA TIME: Chat sessions with staff
Every 24th of the month @ U Lounge

*Will be rescheduled if it falls on a weekend.

Chat with our friendly staff over a cup of 
your favourite drink and discuss anything 
under the sun, confidentially and in private. 
Relaxing activities like adult coloring, 
mindfulness exercises, Lego, mini bricks, 
TED talks, abstract art painting and air dry 
clay modeling are also available.

WORKOUT WEDNESDAYS
Jan / Feb / Mar 2020

Exercise is not only great for the body but it 
also helps the brain stay sharp. So instead of 
a solo sweat session, come join an hour of 
exercise with fellow residents at U Lounge 
led by a certified fitness instructor. FOC!

Check FB group for announcements:
• Residents of U Residence
• Residents of Ruemz

CHINESE NEW YEAR
5 Feb 2020

We’ll usher in the Chinese New Year this 
February with a feast, traditional activities, 
games & colourful lion dance performance 
to bring good luck and drive away evil spirits.

Check FB group for announcements:
• Residents of U Residence
• Residents of Ruemz

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
6 Mar 2020

Join us as we celebrate the achievements of 
women and advocate for the end of female 
discrimination on this global day.

Check FB group for announcements:
• Residents of U Residence
• Residents of Ruemz

THE LAUNCHPAD PROJECT
Feb to Mar 2020

Help end period poverty among refugees.
This is a flagship service learning project by 
Taylor’s Hostel that provides reusable 
sanitary pads and education on menstrual 
hygiene & family planning to refugee women 
and girls. Pick up essential skills like critical 
thinking, communication, creativity and 
teamwork in this 2-month project that will 
impact real lives! This project was featured 
in Focus Malaysia & Sin Chew Daily.

Check FB group for announcements:
• Residents of U Residence
• Residents of Ruemz

Ms Unais @ 012 - 511 7942

Mr Tay @ 012 - 345 7041

Over 5 years experience in charitable organisations. 
Former secondary school Math & English teacher.

“ My residents will experience a comfortable living 
space that is conducive for learning and growth. ”

Ms Zanna @ 012 - 511 7432

5 years of experience as a hostel warden with IIUM 
Schools. An alumni of Taylor’s University.

“ I’m excited to meet new & returning residents and 
hope they are satisfied throughout their stay. ”

Chief Housemaster with over 7 years of experience. 
Voted by residents as Most Popular Housemaster.

“ Resident wellbeing is very important to me, hence 
I want them to experience great pastoral care. ”

Meet the Friendly Faces
of Taylor’s Hostel

Housemasters

Student Relations, Events & Development

Lew Pik-Svonn a.k.a Ms Pix

10 years of experience with organizations such as the 
United Nations, working closely with youth and 
marginalized communities. Has trained youth leaders 
from AIESEC, student councils, civil society workers 
and underprivileged teenagers in award-winning 
projects across Malaysia & Thailand.

“ Young people are already changing the world. 
We’re here to support them as they take their place 
as leaders of today and tomorrow. ”

Carolyn Lee a.k.a Ms Carol

10 years of Student Services experience in various
Malaysian & Australian institutions.

“ Patience & perseverance will get you far. Be positive 
in whatever you do in life, for no battle is too big for 
you to handle. ”

13 years of experience in providing emotional and 
pastoral support programmes to residents.

“ I hope to nurture residents’ emotional wellbeing, 
and help them improve their communication and 
learning skills. ”

Teang Suh Wei a.k.a Ms Shirley


